Horse Care Basics
® ANINFOGRAPHIC FOR HORSE OWNERS

Vital Signs Horses require at
Temperature: least 1.5-2 acres of
99-101.5° Fahrenheit pasture per animal
Resting
Heart Rate: 28-44 beats
per minute

Resting Respiration
Rate: 10-24 breaths per

minute

e N

Six Areas of Focus for Equine " .
Body Condition Scoring Nutritional Requirements

along the spine

tailhead Mature Body | Digestible | Crude Crude
Weight, Ibs. | Energy, Protein, Protein,

Mcal/day | Ibs/day % of diet

440 7.4 0.65 8
Mature Horse -
maintenance | 880 13.4 1.18 8
behind the elbow
1100 16.4 1.45 8
440 1.1 0.98 10

Mature Horse -
moderate 880 20.1 1.77 10
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Routine Health Care

Annual Core Vaccinations:

Rabies, Tetanus, West Nile Virus,
EEE /WEE

Farrier: Typically every 4-8 weeks
Dental: Depends on age, usually,

teeth should be examined
annually

Pasture Management

e Avoid overgrazing! Leave 4 inches of * Look out for toxic weeds and

residual for cool-season grasses and plants such as wilted cherry leaves,

2-3 inches for warm-season grasses. horsenettle, nightshade, yew, and

e Rotating animals between pastures oleander.

or sections of pastures gives the

forage a recovery period and helps it * Take a soil sample every 2-3 years

stay healthier and more productive. to determine what fertilizers need

This can be done by using temporary to be applied. Creating a fertilizer

electric fencing to create sections to plan can help increase the

a pasture. productivity of your pasture and

help reduce hay costs.
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